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The European Union is  a unique economic and pol i t ical  union between 28 EU countr ies that together 
cover much of  the continent.  The EU has del ivered more than hal f  a century of  peace,  stabi l i ty  and 
prosperity  and helped raise l iv ing standards.  The EU remains focused on making i ts  governing 
inst i tut ions more transparent and democrat ic .  Decis ions are taken as openly as possible and as c losely
as possible to the cit izen.

Col lect ively,  the EU and i ts  const i tuent countr ies are the world's  leading humanitar ian aid and 
development cooperat ion provider.  The EU plays an important role in diplomacy and works to foster 
stabi l i ty ,  secur i ty  and prosperity ,  democracy,  fundamental  f reedoms and the rule of  law at  internat ional
level .

The EU maintains permanent diplomatic miss ions throughout the world,  and is  represented in Sudan by
the Delegation of  the European Union.  The European Union (EU) Delegation to Sudan,  deals  with 
pol i t ical  and development cooperat ion relat ions between the EU and Sudan.

The EU maintains dialogue with the Sudanese government and civ i l  society organisat ions to support 
peace,  democracy,  human r ights and sustainable development.  The Delegation coordinates between 
the resident EU Member States Embassies to maintain one pol icy and one posit ion on Sudan.

The European Union is  one of  the main donors to Sudan.  In 2018,  the EU is  funding 124 development 
and humanitar ian projects worth 421 mil l ion euro implemented by 35 local  organisat ions and 86 
internat ional  organisat ions.  These projects direct ly  benef i t  the people of  Sudan.

From 2012 to date,  the “Delegated Cooperat ion” has been highly consol idated and today represents 
an essential  e lement of  the I ta l ian Development Cooperat ion System. I ta ly  so far  has been one of  the 
f i rst  Member States implementing the EU cooperat ion programmes,  with c lear posit ive returns for  the 
Inst i tut ional  image, both in terms of  volumes of  resources avai lable and pol i t ical  v is ibi l i ty .

In Sudan,  there are current ly  two programmes for  a total  of  14 mi l l ion euro aimed at  support ing 
migrants and host communit ies in improving access to safe water and sanitat ion (SDN11) and at 
strengthening resi l ience for  refugees,  IDPs and host communit ies in Eastern Sudan (SDN13). 

In recent past ,  two init iat ives – for  a total  of  12.9 mi l l ion euro -  a imed at  promoting qual i tat ive health 
services and improving health status of  vulnerable populat ions have been completed in 2017 and 2018.

In order to guarantee the complementar i ty ,  synergy and unity of  I ta l ian interventions,  AICS Khartoum 
plays a key role in technical  ass istance to the programmes,  carry ing out the funct ion of  programme 
ver i f ier  for  the coordinat ion and management of  Delegated Cooperat ion interventions. 



Overv iew

SDN11

Timel ine

SDN13

Funded by European Union and implemented by the I ta l ian Cooperat ion,  SDN11 
aimed at  improving access to water sources for  human and l ivestock,  sanitat ion and 
hygiene services for  host  communit ies,  migrants,  refugees and IDPs whereas SDN13 
aimed at  strengthening the local i ty  health system to better  del iver  basic packages of 
health services in selected areas in Eastern Sudan.
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SDN11
Improving access to safe water and sanitat ion for 
migrants and host communit ies in Eastern Sudan 
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The overal l  object ive is  to enhance the l iv ing condit ions of  host  communit ies,  migrants,  refugees 
and IDPs in Eastern Sudan.
We wi l l  work to improve access to water sources – for  human and l ivestock – to sanitat ion and 
hygiene services for  host  communit ies,  migrants,  refugees and IDPS, bui lding and rehabi l i tat ing 
water suppl ies systems and providing technical  ass istance and capacity bui lding to Ministr ies, 
Local i ty  Authorit ies,  NGOs and Communit ies.

   a .  Renewable/sustainable energy;
   b.  Sanitat ion faci l i t ies for  schools;
   c .  Health faci l i t ies in host  communit ies;
   d.  Waste disposal .

a.  On the job training;
b  Pi lot  sanitat ion technologies;
c.  Awareness campaign.

Our Goals

What we do

What we expect

Improving access to water sources through:

Providing technical  ass istance on water sources;

Promoting hygiene and sanitat ion pract ice through:

  Improved access to safe water,  and to sanitat ion faci l i t ies;
  Improved Local  Authorit ies ski l ls  to administer  and manage water systems;
  Improved hygiene and sanitat ion pract ices.
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Benefic iar ies

Teachers

Students

5 .000.000

11.716

378

Direct  Benef ic ia r ies

Schools

26



Improve access to safe water;
Bui ld and rehabi l i tate water suppl ies systems and distr ibut ions points;
Dri l l  boreholes in areas with scarcity  of  water;
Provide technical  ass istance and capacity bui lding to Ministr ies and Local  authorit ies 
on technical i t ies and management of  WASH instal lat ions;
Conduct trainings on WASH management to local  NGOs, teachers and communit ies;
Organize awareness hygiene campaigns in the schools.

Susta inab le  Deve lopment  Goa ls

Provis ion of  safe water to Health Centres;
Conduct trainings on environmental  health,  waterborne diseases and other 
communicable diseases;
Conduct trainings in waste management and disposal .
 

Conduct trainings and awareness on gender-based segregation related to water.
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In te rv iews

Niama Abohamad Taher
School Teacher -  Kassala -  Dar Als lam School for  gir ls

“We were suffer ing lack of  water and,  because of  our l imited possibi l i t ies,  we had to ask for 
f inancial  ass istance to buy i t .  Today,  thanks to the I ta l ian Cooperat ion,  we have access to c lean 
water to ful f i l l  our necessit ies. 
Regarding the bathrooms, we didn’t  have any.  Pupi ls  had to go in the neighbourhood to use 
toi lets .  The I ta l ian Cooperat ion helped us bui lding clean latr ines;  now we have seven,  one for 
teachers and s ix  for  gir ls .
Students’  sel f -hygiene has improved as wel l .  Moreover,  because of  the awareness courses, 
students can actual ly  understand the importance of  washing their  hands”.

Ayman Taha 
Student -  Kassala -  Dar Als lam School

“Previously,  I  had to go to the market and local  restaurants to dr ink water.  Furthermore,  i f  I 
had to go to the toi let ,  I  was forced to go back home.
Although we st i l l  face some dif f icult ies,  the instal lat ion of  water pumps and toi lets  has 
improved our l i fe s i tuat ion.
I  learned the importance of  washing my hands before and after  eat ing,  as wel l  as going to the 
toi let”.

Ahmed Abdelkader
Teacher/Father of  students – Kassala -  Dar Als lam School

“In the past ,  we used to buy water through donkey carr iage providers,  but i t  cost  us a lot  of 
money.  Regarding the school ,  we had problems related to hygiene faci l i t ies.  In 2001 we had 
nothing,  but now we have access to c lean water,  bathrooms and we l ive in a better  and clean 
environment”.
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SDN13
Strengthening resi l ience for  refugees,  IDPs and host 
communit ies in Eastern Sudan
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a.  Rehabi l i tat ion of  health faci l i t ies;
b.  Training on the job;
c.  Drug distr ibut ion; 
d.  Cervical  and breast  cancer screening;

What we do

The overal l  object ive is  to improve the l iv ing condit ions of  refugees,  IDPs and host communit ies and 
to address the root causes of  i r regular  and forced migrat ion.
We wi l l  work to strengthen the local  health system to better  del iver  basic packages of  health services 
in selected areas of  Eastern Sudan,  with the f inal  a im of  creat ing a more conducive and sustainable 
l iv ing environment for  host  communit ies,  displaced populat ions and refugees. 

Our Goals

What we expect

Strengthening the National  Publ ic  Health System;

Improving access,  qual i ty  and coverage to Pr imary Health Care (PHC),  Reproductive Health (RH) and 
Nutr i t ion services through:

Improving Pr imary Health Care and Maternal  Health Care services.

Improved health system governance and accountabi l i ty ;
Improved access,  qual i ty  and coverage to Pr imary Health Care (PHC),  Reproductive Health (RH) and 
Nutr i t ion Services (NS) ;
Improved PHC and Maternal  Health Care services accessibi l i ty  for  vulnerable groups.
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Benefic iar ies

Under f ive

Under f ive 
mortal i ty  rate

Pregnant women

7.460.000

387.920

1.506.920

83/1.000
(UNICEF COUNTDOWN 2030)(UNICEF COUNTDOWN 2030)

Maternal 
mortal i ty  rat io

311/100.000

Direct  Benef ic ia r ies



Strengthen and support  nutr i t ion intervention for  mother and chi ldren at  Local i ty 
and Community level :  prevention and ear ly  detect ion,  community-based 
management;
Contr ibute in draft ing SoP on breastfeeding,  complementary feeding and 
micronutr ient supplement.

Support  the Federal  Ministry  of  Health in establ ishing procedure on ear ly 
detect ion and treatment of  breast  and cervical  cancer;
Conduct community mobi l izat ion and awareness on gender-based segregation.

Disseminate good pract ices on waste management and disposal  at  faci l i ty  level 
and promote good/appropriate infect ion control  pract ices at  faci l i ty  and 
community level .

Promote the National  Health Insurance Fund (NHIF)  scheme to reach the universal 
coverage;
Support  SMoH and LHA to design a plan for  improving health services accessibi l i ty 
for  forcible displaced people;
Support  health services management at  community and faci l i ty  level  in IDPs areas;
Organize in host  communit ies mobi l izat ion act iv i t ies and awareness campaigns on 
equitable health services for  migrants,  refugees and IDPs;
Support  integrat ion of  qual i f ied health workers among IDPs in the health system.

Capacity bui lding of  Local  inst i tut ion staf f  (State Ministry  of  Health and Local 
Health Authorit ies) ;
Rehabi l i tat ion and new construct ion of  key faci l i t ies;
Trainings of  f ront l ine staf f  (doctor,  nurses and midwives)  in col laborat ion with the 
Continuous Professional  Department of  State Ministry  of  Health and Academy of 
Health Science;
Strengthen Emergency Obstetr ic  Care (EmOC) services and the referral  system;
Strengthen drugs distr ibut ion and management system and support  disseminat ion 
of  rat ional  use of  drugs fol lowing the Standard Operat ing Procedures.

Susta inab le  Deve lopment  Goa ls



Lesson learned

In te rv iews

Since 2014,  the I ta l ian Cooperat ion,  under EU funds,  implemented programmes in Eastern 
Sudan,  to respond to the lack of  infrastructure,  health workforce and to strengthen the 
exist ing health services.
Within the frame of  the two previous EU funded projects (PQHS and IHSVP),  the I ta l ian 
Cooperat ion focussed i ts  intervention on reproduct ive health services,  support ing trainings 
for  midwives and their  fol low up,  especial ly  for  those ones operat ing in remote and rural 
contexts.

Al i  Alameen 
Director of  Medical  Affairs  -  Red Sea -  Hamishkorieb Local i ty

“The I ta l ian Cooperat ion in Hamishkorieb Local i ty  helped us through the maintenance of  the health 
faci l i t ies,  rehabi l i tat ion of  the hospital ,  instal lat ion of  water pumps,  bui lding of  a birth complex, 
providing sustainable energy (solar ) ,  t ra ining courses for  nurses and related fol low-up of  the act iv i t ies.
Today,  we are working with ultra-sound equipment provided by I ta ly .  We can make use of  Tuk Tuk 
ambulance too”.

Sittana Mohamed
Nurse – Red Sea -Hamishkorieb Local i ty

“The I ta l ian Cooperat ion provided us with solar  energy,  medical  equipment and helped us to 
organize medical  act iv i t ies.  Before,  del ivery was di f f icult  because of  our lack of  knowledge. 
But today,  thanks to the trainings,  we learned about r isks and how to assure a safe chi ldbirth”.
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This publ icat ion was produced with the f inancial  support  of  the European 
Union within the project  “Strengthening resi l ience for  refugees,  IDPs and host 

communit ies in Eastern Sudan” -  SDN13 

©LauraSalv inel l i 


