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Inbrroduction

By Michele Morana, Head of AICS Khartoum Office

50% of the children in Mayo — open area at
approximal 20 km form Khartoum - are not
registered.

This is the extremely significant study result
of a survey funded by the Iltalian Agency for
Development Cooperation last September 2022
and analysed in this booklet “A passport for life”
realized in the framework of the project Mayo Up.

The initiative aimed at improving the living
conditions of the population in Mayo open areas,
improving the delivery of fundamental services
(health, water, educatio and strengthening
therefore the resilience mechanisms of the
population and promoting social cohesion and
community stabilization, in line with the ‘Leaving no
one behind’ core development priority of AICS.

Birth registration is a universal human right
recognized in a number of international instruments
but, nevertheless, in the XXI century, some children
are “invisible” in front of the law and of the society
preventing them to access to many other rights,
such astherightto health and the right to education.
Those children are unable to prove their age, which
puts them at a much higher risk of being forced into
early marriage or the labor market, or recruited into
armed forces, illegal adoption, human trafficking
and the list can be much longer...

The importance of birth registration is not
immediately evident to everyone: in many countries
birth registration is taken for granted as the norm
following childbirth, but birth registration is no
mere an administrative measure. It is a passport to
citizenship, a passport to life.

Access to health, access to education, access
to social life (marriage, property ownership,
inheritance, travel abroad) requires a legal
recognition of a human being identity.

Birth registration is an internationally recognized
right of every child that also allows governments to
know the size and needs of their populations, and
to provide the necessary structures and services
for their citizens’ wellbeing.

The present booklet contains an overview of the
Mayo rates of birth registration on a sample of 1.274
households and the reason why children are not
registered. In most circumstances, these children
live in poorer households, with limited access to
registration services, parents may be unaware
of birth registration or may not understand how
important it is. Cost is also a significant barrier:
parents may be unable to afford the costs
associated with registration, including travel to
registration sites or late fees.

AICS Khartoum is deeply involved in supporting
Mayo population through a number of initiatives
aimed at “making visible the invisible” creating new
perspectives for the population in the outskirts of
Khartoum, where almost 600.000 people — IDPs
from Kordofan and Darfur and refugees from South
Sudan, Chad and Niger- are leaving without any



social services, far beyond the limits of human
endurance. The Italian cooperation is committed
in strengthening the resilience of those people
through stabilization capacities allowing people
to meet their basic needs; adaptation capacities
empowering people and structures to adapt to
long term changes and transformation capacities
enabling people to address the root causes of the
problems and to promote structural changes.

What does that mean in practice? - strengthening
stabilisation capacities means improving food
situation and making it possible to (re)construct
productive infrastructure such as solar oven and
home garden activities; adaptation capacities
could be strengthened by sharing knowledge and
skills (bricks course and capacity building courses)
and by rehabilitating structures such as schools,
wells and roads; transformation capacities could be
strengthened through holding training sessions on
birth registration and local dialogue as a means of
boosting local social cohesion.

Enjoy the reading.

L_/M’\

Michele Morana
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By Maj.Gen (M) Abdul Rahman Abdul Hamid Ibrahim
SDDR Chief Commissioner

The importance of registering births and issuing
birth certificates for children is a human right
guaranteed by the Sudanese law.

Everyone should consider this and give it utmost
importance by working to provide this service to
all newborns who were born within the borders of
Sudan country.

The Italian Agency for Development Cooperation
in partnertship with the Disarmament, Demobilization
and Reintegration Commission and the Civil Registry
Authorities of Ministry of Interior,provided a great service
for the birth registration in Mayo. The birth registration

activity accompanied the projects implemented in
the area, such as the Gaar Hira School and the Abd
al-RahmanSchool,rehabilitationof healthcentersand
establishing a clean water station for the residents
of the area.

| would like to extend my thanks to the Italian
Agency for its contributions within this partnership
and joint cooperation to serve citizens affected by
conflicts.

Maj. Gen (M)
Abdul Rahman Abdul Hamid Ibrahim
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By Lieutenant Colonel Maha Haroun Tage Elddin Ishaq
Director of media and Public Relations at the Civil Registry Department

Birth registration is a right for all new-borns, whether Sudanese or foreigners.

The Civil Status and Civil Registration Department is in charge of registering life events:
marriage, divorce and death.

Due to a number of factors, Mayo Open area has a large number of unregistered residents.

Our role is to ensure that everyone has a birth cerfitcate.

Lieutenant Colonel Maha Haroun Tage Elddin Ishaq

il
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By Mahmoud Shater
Programme Coordinator Jabel Awlia Locality

The birth registration process is critical to human
identity and affiliation.

It also aids in the determination of the population
census in order to develop strategic plans for the
State's development in order to provide better
services in the fields of education, health, and
social welfare.

We thank the Italian Agency for Development
Cooperation for implementing an activity that
contributes significantly to development and for
assisting the Mayo community in achieving a
fundamental human right.

Mahmoud Shater
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By Israa Yassin & Samar Mohamed
Mazaya Organization

Don’t you wish for your child a life free of problems
and to grow up and live a life like other children?
Every child has the right to study, travel, and
employment.

The child is an individual, a member of a family and
of a local community and he/she must enjoy rights
and responsibilities appropriate to age and stage
of development, but if he/she is not registered he/
she might face many problems.

Article 17 of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child:

"The child must be registered immediately after
birth and has the right from birth to have a name
and the right to acquire a nationality, so the child
could live a realistic life away from the problems
and disadvantages of not being registered.

Every child has the right to obtain a birth certificate
andtohave alegalidentity or proof oftheir presence,
regardless of who they are, where they live, what
language they speak, what is their religion, ideas,
or forms, whether they are boys or girls, or if they
have a disability, rich or poor, no matter who their
parents or family are”

Awareness is important, mainly when we talk about
the importance of registering children at birth and
obtaining a birth certificate that will enable them to

obtain their rights such as education and health
care. Without birth registration, children may face
many problems as they will be deprived of shaping
a bright future.

Article 5(e) of the Child Law (2010) affirms the right
to a name and nationality and states the following:

“The State guarantees all the legitimate rights of the
child, especially his right to establish his lineage, his
right to live, grow, name, nationality, breastfeeding,
nursery, clothing, housing, his right to educate and
to care for his conditions in accordance with the
provisions of the law.

Every child has the right to obtain a birth certificate
andtohave alegalidentity or proof of his/herpresence,
regardless of who he/she is, where he/she lives,what
language he/she speaks, what is his/her religion,
whether he is a boy or a girl, or if he/she has a
disability, if she is rich or poor, no matter who his/
her parents or family are".

Israa Yassin & Samar Mohamed

By Fatima Fadol, Mazaya Organization

"In the outskirts of Khartoum, a tragedy is happening".
Those are the words of Ahmed Al-Makki Ibrahim, in
The Lady of the Villages and the Child of the Cities.

| arrive in Mayo for the first time in my life with
Mazaya organisation in order to achieve the birth
registration campaign. | had various feelings, and
shiver invade my entire body. | thought that time
machine had taken us to the Middle Ages during
the daily life.



| was not shocked about the extreme poverty | was
shocked about the feeling of despair, having in
front of my eyes people forgotten by humanity.

| asked myself “Do they want to live like this or are
they unable to turn over their situation?”.

Fatima Fadol

By Eithar Yassin
Mazaya Organization

The awareness programme on the importance of
birth registration, realised by Mazaya and funded by
the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation,
was one of the most important programs and had a
huge impact on the people of the Mayo area.

A very huge number of people coming from

different groups attended the awareness
campaign: midwives, teachers, local mayors and
community leaders, as well as a large number of
women participated. They were deeply committedin
understanding and wide spreading the importance
of obtaining a birth certificate for a child future life.

During the campaign midwifes and women had
the occasion to express their fears and frustration
for not being able to get a birth certificate: lack of
wedding certificate, lack of information, lack of ID
cards, lack of money (ndr. The birth certification is
free of charge below 1year of age. This information
is most of the time unknown by families in Mayo).
Thanks to this activity, families have succeed to
register their children.

Even if only one child is registered it is a success.

Together, we strive for every child to have an
identity and a passport for life.

Thanks to all the stakeholders and to the ltalian
Agency for Development Cooperation to have
implemented this birth registation programme.

Eithar Yassin






Premise

By Fabio Scuto
Journalist

The great mystery of African cities like Khartoum is
all in one question:

what do these people on the streets at any time of
day live on?

They are not here because the city needs them
but only because misery has driven them out of
their home, village, and country. They are crushed
between misery, hunger, and despair. They are
fugitives searching for safety and survival, people
cursed by fate seeking their EI Dorado among
these slums and refugee camps.

In Khartoum, this boundary is very blurred. Just drive
up to the end of Africa Road, the big thoroughfare
which runs all along the airport and cuts the city
longitudinally.
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Afteralargeintersection, the peeling and unfinished
buildings give way to lower huts, one or two floors
at most, and gradually become more and more
sparse while the stench of uncollected garbage
enters forcefully through the car windows.

The road becomes a dirt road bordered on one side
by the open-air sewage. There are no sidewalks, so
cars, buses, and vans must make their way through
the crowd in the chaos of the streets.

We are only 17 kilometers from the city center
where millions of people flock without finding a
place or a job.

The asylum seekers, refugees, and people
displaced due to the hundreds of African wars are
a hindrance and a burden that the international
community - with the UN, NGOs, and European
government agencies - is in their womb.

The Mayo refugee camp is no exception. For more
than thirty years, it has been the infernal refuge of
Darfurians who fled from northern Sudan, of
the South Sudanese (the youngest State excluded
from the UN and already torn apart by an internal
war), of Nigerians, Nigeriens, and Chadians.

Fugitives from almost all the numerous States
bordering Sudan are represented.

They become a refuge in an uninhabited area
because they are places where no one else has
built his hut until then. Even in this, Mayo is no
exception.



The main feature of the status of this human
universe - crowded with over 600.000 people - is
uprooting. They will never go back - the village they
come from no longer has a place for them, often
the village no longer exists - and they no longer
have the strength to move forward.

Uprooted and far from their lands, they are isolated,
almost ghosts. Because in Africa the individual
does not exist, he counts only as part of a lineage,
of a clan, of a tribe.

The concept of State, Country, and Nation exists
only on our cards.

The African peoples are divided into tribes, clans
divided into sub-clans, divided into hundreds or
thousands of consanguineous ethnic groups. The
assets, alliances, and conflicts of these national
unions and constellations form the history of
African society.

Almost always, an immigrant, a refugee, or a
fugitive is frowned upon. He is an uncomfortable
and superfluous competitor to food that is already
in short supply, to the workplace that does not exist.

It is a life where everything is temporary, labile,
precarious, ephemeral: it is there, and then it is no
more. You live in a State of threat and constant fear.
Mayo, which has the size and population of an
Italian city like Monza, seen from above, gives the
feeling of an immense termite mound.
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The straw and mud huts windows are holes in the
walls; the door is often a remedied cloth, and the
outer door on the alley is made of sheet metal,
fastened to it without jambs or handles.

Although the city is relatively close, it belongs
to a different and better world, to the planet
of abundance. Seeing Khartoum in this light is
undoubtedly a mirage dictated by necessity, but
at least in the city there is water and electricity for
several hours a day.

The world scrupulously isolates these places of
collective suffering and does not want to hear
about them.




In Mayo there are no more trees, shrubs, or bushes.
Those that were there served as fuel for cooking.
For this reason, even the shadow is hot, the wind
(when there is) is on fire as if a burning meteorite
passes nearby; the still air almost prevents
breathing. During these hours, men and animals
freeze and fall into catalepsy. Silence descends, a
heavy, impressive silence that digs a void inside.

There are no adult voices in the morning in Mayo,
almost as if it is an exclusively childish world. In fact,
this is also a world of children; more than half of the
African population is under 15 years old. In refugee
camps, the majority are children, children work in
the fields, and children trade in the market.

Torn, wearing patched T-shirts and shorts, almost
all barefoot crowd the alleys of Mayo: those who
go to elementary school and those who go to the
landfill with a plastic bag on their shoulders.

Fabio Scuto
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The childrren (and Fututre) of Sudan

Foreword

By Jacopo Resti & Akram Abbas
Child protection expert

Interest in childhood statistics, data, and research
have increased worldwide after the signing and
implementation of the Child Convention in 1989.

Reviewing children's rights and monitoring progress
in their performance requires accurate, high-quality,
reliable, timely, and disaggregated data.

Reliable and good data help in preparing applied
research and studies, producing children's
books, designing cultural materials that develop
children's abilities and skills, drawing up policies,
implementing programs, and preparing strategies
in various dimensions and issues of childhood.

Correct and reliable statistics, data, and information
on children also provide essential material for the
media. In this regard, the 1989 Convention on
the Rights of the Child made it clear that States
recognize the critical function performed by the
mass media and ensure that the child has access
to information and materials from various national
and international sources, especially those aimed
at promoting culture, social, spiritual, moral well-
being, mental and physical health.

Much like the traditional child protection
interventions, it builds on using descriptive data.
However, child protection components are similar
in several features; differences exist between the
concept and context sides.

Data and information systems, such as the birth
registration data system, play a crucial role in child
welfare by providing measurable information and
facts, excluding, or proving the variables.

Consequently, it excludes the values that could
not be estimated or counted. On the other hand,
child protection interventions reconnect the facts
with the State planning for all services such as
health and education. It is also used in preparing
recommendations that assist the officials in
making the proper decisions by choosing specific
approaches to support the safety, stability, and
well-being of all children.

! The National Childhood Strategy in Sudan 2030-2018, National Council for Child Welfare, Sudan, 2017
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Population

The 2008 census estimated that children in Sudan
(below 18 years old) were around 15 million, 48.5%
of the total population. This proportion remained
significant since South Sudan’s independence.

Sudan Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) data
for 2014 suggests that 50.6 % of the population is
under 18 years old, with 15.2 % below five.2
According to the National Report on the situation
of children in Sudan, the child population in 2018
increasedto 20.9 million, with an expectedincrease
to 24.7 million in 2025, a 65% increase compared
to 2008. In 2019, children made up nearly 60% of
the displaced population - 1.6 million in need of
assistance - 61% of IDPs in camps and nearly 65%
of refugees. Many experience traumas prior to and
during their journey to Sudan, putting children at
higher risk of abuse, exploitation and violence.?

Schooling

In 2010, 53.4% of children in the poorest
households were not in school, compared to 3.6%
in the richest. These estimates are compounded
by poor educational infrastructure especially in
marginalized and rural areas, such as inadequate
classrooms, scarcity of learning and teaching
materials and the lack of properly trained school
personnel.*

2 UNICEF - Sudan, Child Notice Sudan, 2016.
3 UNICEF - Sudan Fast Facts 2019

* Sudan Household Health Survey Second Round 2010,
Summary Report 2011.
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School enroliment rates in the eight conflict affected
areas (Darfur States, South and West Kordofan and
Blue Nile) stand at 47%, which is far below the
average enrollment rate in the rest of the country.

Around 1.7 million school-aged children (4-16 years)
need education in emergencies support, including
some 800,000 IDPs. Up to 40% of South Sudanese
refugee children are school-aged, 52% of which
are out of school.”

As of September 2022, in Sudan almost 7 million
children are out-of-school and 12 million face

learning disruption.®

Healthcare

Three million children are malnourished in Sudan,
of whom 650,000 children suffer from severe acute
malnutrition (SAM).”

Out of the country’s 18 States, 11 have a malnutrition
prevalence of above 15%, exceeding the WHO
emergency threshold.

Some 820,000 children under the age of five need
access to healthcare, including immunization and
essential lifesaving services, while 78,000 are

5 UNICEF ~Sudan, Fast Facts, 2019.

& Joint Statement, UNICEF Sudan and Save the
Children, 12 September 2022.

" The children of Sudan, the future of Sudan - UNICEF,
70 years in Sudan. UNICEF Sudan, 2022.



dying every year from preventable causes.®

About 36% of the Primary Health Care facilities
across Sudan are not fully functional, either due to
staff shortages or poor physical infrastructure.®

QL
Sudan is part of the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child (CRC) since 1990.

Birth registration in Sudan:
where do we stand?

At the national level, the Child Act, introduced in
2010, supports the implementation of international
treaties ensuring that child-related legislation
complies with the CRC.

The Civil Registry Law from 2011, provides the
legal guarantee for the immediate registration
of a newborn child and prescribes penalties for
violations.

While the Ministry of Welfare and Social Security
(MWSS) and the National Council for Child Welfare
(NCCW) have the coordinating role for most
child protection intervention, the process of birth
registration falls under the competence of the
Ministry of the Interior and is the responsibility of
the Civil Registry General Directorate (CRGD).

8 Ibidem

UNICEF - Sudan Fast Facts 2019
% UNICEF - Sudan, Child Notice, 2016.

" Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) Sudan, 2014,
p. 194-192

9
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The birth registration system is decentralized at
locality and State level, with each State having
its own civil registration database and regularly
reporting to the CRGD."

As of 2014 (MICS), the births of 67.3% of children
under five years have been registered; 23.4 % of
the registration certificates have been seen by the
interviewers, 26.4 % have not been seen by the
interviewers, and 17.5 % were reported to have no
birth certificate.

Urban-rural differentials indicated that 89 % and
59.2 % of under five children were registered in
urban and rural areas respectively.

Only 37 % of the children in the poorest households
were registered, nearly all children (97.9 %) under
five who belong to richest households were
registered.

Overall, in 2014 only 49.8% of children possessed
a birth certificate, indicating a significant gap
between the proportion of children whose births
are reported as registered and those who actually
have a birth certificate.

Data shows that registration of birth becomes more
likely as a child grows older while there are no
significant variations in birth registration depending
on the sex of the child, with male children registered
at 68.8 % and females at 65.8 %. "

The lack of adequate knowledge of how to register
a child presents a major obstacle to the fulfiiment of
a child’s right to identity.



Data show that only 35.2 % of mothers of
unregistered children report knowing how to
register a child’s birth and the majority of mothers
without registered children are not aware of the
registration  process.

This is further underscored by the fact that only
47.2 % of under five children whose mothers have
no education have been registered, in contrast
to almost complete registration of those whose
mothers are highly educated (secondary education

or more)."”

J Methodolo94 of the study

Birth registration (BR) in Mayo is particularly low
and affected by the high vulnerability of both the
host and displaced population which suffer from
resource scarcity, poor access to basic services
and socio-economic marginalisation.

Since acquiring a legal identity is an essential
requirement to access basic services and social
programmes, AICS is committed to raise awareness
of Mayo’s vulnerable communities and groups
on the importance of birth registration, as well
as to promote a conducive policy environment
to enhance registration services’ quality and
accessibility.

The study gathered evidence-based findings to

better devise AICS action and advocacy on BR in
the targeted areas.

2 bid.
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The study targeted five areas in Mayo: El
Andalous, Angola, Gabboush, Mandella and
Yarmouk. Specifically, AICS advocacy focused on
the “demand-side” clusters of birth registration
services, namely Sensitization, Accessibility and
Community Envisioning (see table 1 on main
clusters of BR services).

The methodology adopted the following three
approaches:

1) Participatory approach, to ensure the
development of an inclusive study methodology
through the involvement and contribution of
relevant stakeholders at national and local level,
namely:

/ National level: Ministry of the Interior (Civil
Registry and FCPU); Federal Ministry of Health;
UNICEF; Ministry of Labour and Social Security;
Ministry of Social Development; National Council
for Child Welfare (NCCW); State Council for Child
Welfare (SCCW); University of Khartoum

/ Locallevel: Jabel Awlia locality; CSOs (Hope,
Emergency, International Rescue Committee);
community leaders and midwives; households;
local health facilities.

2) Community-based approach, to set the
study focus on the beneficiaries at community-
level and promote ownership at the local level
(e.g. localities, health facilities, community leaders,
traditional midwives).



3) Survivors approach, to ensure that the
incentives and good practices already in place are
promoted and shared within the community (e.g.
What do communities perceive to be the value and
challenges of birth registration? How to bridge the
gap and provide the same benefits to the rest of
the population?).

The methodology combined data collection
methods to build a quantitative (survey) and
qualitative (interviews, focus groups) baseline on
the status of birth registration in Mayo.

Qualitative research involves collecting and
analysing non-numerical data to understand
concepts, opinions or experiences;, whereas
qualitative research involves collecting and
analysing numerical data for statistical analysis.

Data collection focused on community attitudes and
practices, such as awareness of the importance of
BR for social protection and community wellbeing,
opportunities and challenges of BR for parents
and households, perspectives and needs of
marginalised and hard-to-reach groups, as well as

cultural and social norms affecting birth registration.

Consultations with community members allowed for
the identification of policy gaps in the BR process,
with special regard to the following challenges:

A\ How to build the capacity of BR
stakeholders?

\' How to improve coordination within the
child protection system?

- How to identify potential avenues for
awareness raising on BR?

\'% How to improve BR services accessibility

to vulnerable children and groups?

Jacopo Resti & Akram Abbas
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Table 1 — Clusters of BR services

Clusters of BR Side of BR ObJective Modalities
services (CISAC) system
Capacity Supply side Strengthen BR service Decentralization of service
Building Duty bearers’ point delivery delivery, training of health
of view staff on BR, supply of relevant
material
Interoperability  Supply side Enhance interoperability Integration of BR into family
Duty bearers’ point between the civil medicine and into social
of view registration system and protection, health and

health institutions/facilities education programmes

Sensitization Demand side Promote knowledge of BR Community sensitization
Community point among communities campaigns, training of
of view community mid-wives/

delegated personnel, inclusion
of BR practices in health
promotion activities

Accessibility Demand side Promote the accessibility Collection and implementation
Community point of the community to the of good practices and
of view BR service incentives to BR, promote

the inclusion of marginalised
groups, reduce costs of
registration

Community Demand side Strengthen BR planning Include community members,
Envisioning Community point and implementation leaders, local government
of view staff, international partners’

organizations and CSOs to
identify policy gaps in BR
planning and implementation.
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Birth Redisti-ation Study in Mayo

Ovetrview

All people have a right to birth registration. The right of children to recognition as person before

the law is made clearin:

All children have a right to birth registration and
to be recognized as persons before the law, and
States must register all children immediately at
birth without discrimination of any kind.

Birth registration is a key step to establishing the
legal recognition of a child, and subsequently to
upholding their rights throughout their lives.

The fulfilment of the right to be registered at birth
is closely linked to the realization of many other
rights; socioeconomic rights, such as the right to
health and the right to education, are at particular
risk where birth registration is not systematically
carried out, and the protection of children is
jeopardized.

Article 6 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights

Article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child

Article 18 Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities

Article 24 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights

Article 29 of the International Convention on

the Protection of Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of Their Families.

(Source: UNHCR)




This study carried out in the first trimester of 2022,
aims at understanding the number of unregistred
children in the five areas of Mayo (Angola, El
Andalous, Yarmouk, Gabboush and Mandella)
and the reason behind it taking into account
the commitment in the Agenda for Sustainable
Development 2030, where States committed
themselves to implementing the

right to legal identity and universal birth registration
for all children by 2030, under target 16.9

Ensuring birth registration is crucial to protecting
children from abuse, exploitation and violence.

When a child is not registered at birth, he or
she faces a heightened risk of statelessness,
discrimination and abuse, particularly in the form
of child labour, recruitment into armed forces,
trafficking, or child marriage. (Un. General Assembly
- A/HRC/30/39).

A%
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The study in Mayo has been carried out through a
quantitative and qualitative approach:

Quantative study
analyzing non-numerical
concepts, opinions, or experiences; whereas
qualitative  study involves collecting and
analyzing numerical data for statistical analysis.

involves collecting and
data to understand

The next chapter will
approach.

analyse the quantitive
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Questionnaire study providing evidence ]
on relationships between birth registration |
and a range of health and education
| indicators, predictive of more general

Quantitative Study

l trends |
Areas - — — - - - - - = =
El Andalous The study has been carried out in the 5 areas of
Mayo: Angola - Yarmouk - Gabboush - Mandella
Angola and El Andalous.
Gabboush
Number of households: 1.274
Mandella
Yarmouk 250 in El Andalous, 250 in Angola, 250 in Mandella

258in Yarmouk, 266 in Gabboush

DemodrapPhics

Gender of Respondents Relidion

73% of respondents are females 91% of households are Muslims
27% of respondents are males 9% are Christians
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Countty of okidin Spoken LanJuade

. Sudan D Chad . Sudan . Chad

. South Sudan . Nigeria . South Sudan
94% of respondents are from Sudan, 4.4% are 99.4% of households speak Arabic.
from South Sudan. Few others are from Chad 0.5% speak a local dialect and 0.1% speak
and Nigeria. English.
Education Level
[lliterate According to the collected data, education level in
Mayo appears to be low.
Elementary
Secondary 45% of respondents are illiterate
32% completed elementary education
Khalwa* 13% completed secondary education
University Only 4% have university degree

* Khalwa: religious school
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Do resPondents know how b0 write?

El Andalous 1+ [CZZ [
Angola 1 . Yes
Gabboush | [ . No
Mandella 1 50% 50%
Yarmouk 4+ ZZ 7%
! \ |/
43% of respondents don’t know how to write. The highest percentage of illiteracy is in Angola,
However, this percentage is different from an area followed by Mandella, Gabboush, El Andalous and
to another. Yarmouk.
When have you moved to Mayo? Income per month in SDG
237, 287,
167 /4
by 37
v 7 - "
D e . . — N
-
1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 Don’t Don't 10,000 5,000 2,000 Below
1959 1969 1979 1989 1999 2009 2019 2021 Know Know + - - 2,000
9,999 4,999
51% of respondents moved to Mayo from 1950 and 1999 46% cannot quantify the total income

* SDG: Sudanese pound, national currency of Sudan
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Occupbation
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59% of the respondents are free workers with casual labour

15% of respondents are housewives

Others are distributed between different occupations as shown in the chart

26



Household Structure

Household Size

14+ + 3 Y%
Mto13 + TN/

8to10 1 I 237

5t07 | e 397
2t04 | s 117

| \ LS

— T T 7

8 components is &

the average Family Size The average of
females in the

household

4

The average of
males in the
household
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Among the 1.274 households interviewed,
58% of the members were children
whereas 42% were adults.



Parents Redistiration at Birth

. Not registered

. Registered

Reason

307

187 187
127

iU N

Financial situation (> 1 year old parents must
pay 2.900 SDG)

Father died early or was distanced
War

87

70/0['7 0
" A

Don't know

Father's or mother's missing papers

BEEECE N

No registration centers nearby
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28% of parents were not registered at birth
72% were registered atbirth

The study points out the reasons why among the
1.274 households, 30% of the parents were not
for financial reasons.



Parents redistiration at birth by area

El Andalous
Angola
Gabboush
Mandella

Yarmouk

. Registered

D Not registered

Registration percentage differs from an area to
another.

El Andalous has the highest percentage of
registration among parents, 86% of parents were
registered at birth.

Angola has the lowest percentage of registration,
only 47% of parents were registered at birth.

83% are registered in Yarmouk, 77% are registered
in Gabboush, and 66% are registered in Mandella.

Childrren redistration by area

El Andalous
Angola
Gabboush
Mandella

Yarmouk

A

13372 | [543
C - 2z
397 1%

. Registered

D Not registered

>
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Children registration numbers also differ from an
area to another

In the previous graph it has been showed that the
majority of children in El Andalous are registered
at birth.

In the previous graph it has been showed that the
majority of children in Angola were not registered
at birth.

61% are registered in Yarmouk, 60% are registered
in Gabboush, and 50% are registered in Mandella.



Redistered children by 9ender & areq

, [
, 687
iz oV 622
D 51/
El Andalous Gabboush

D Registered males

The chart shows the percentage of registered
males and percentage of registered females in
each area of Mayo.

30

62% gy

Mandella Yarmouk

D Registered females

In general there is no significant discrimination in
registering males and females.

The highest difference is in Ghaboush with 62% of
the males being registered and 57% of the females
being registered.



Reasons For nob redistering children at bitth

Financial situation appears to be the main reason why parents have not been registered and why
they don't register their children as well.

S — ] )4 Financial situation (> 1 year old, parents must pay 2.900 SDG)
+ 1197 Parents don't have ID papers or marriage certificate
+ WC = 1/ Registration forms not available in centers
+ B —1 Procedures are unknown
+ T 1 67 Registration centers are far from home
1 = -1 57 Parents died or live far from children
1 IC 1 27 The father doesn't care
1+ I 1 27 We don’t want to
1+ 1 27 Lack of time
L T —1 27 Procedures are complicated
] =1 1/ We have a new born we haven't started the procedures yet
(] —1 17 Children were born in war area / We move a lot
I i V4 We don’t know we have to register the children
T [ 117 Family issues
] 117 The pandemic / revolution situation in Sudan
| I We are afraid to register the children
1 0 117 Unspecified
. NN
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Delivery venue

Where have your children been delivered? Have you ever been asked for fees while trying to
register one of your children?

At home
At a health center

Both at home and in
the hospital at different
pregnancies

74% of mothers deliver their children at home with 2.800,00 SDG | The average of amount respondents
the assistance of a midwife. were asked to pay as fees for registering their
children.

32



Birth redistration responsibility

7

] Midwives

D Police officer under civil registry law

~

\ 817

137
5%
Fki

El Andalous

~

sz

15/

Angola

. Health centre officers

. 817

107
37

Gabboush

An average of 79% of respondents said that
midwives, community health workers and traditional
birth attendants are the birth “notifiers".
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. Community leaders

‘T\ 187

167

Mandella

. Social workers in social development centres

)

07

257
L /4

B_LLLR

Yarmouk




Birth redisti-ation Process

Are respondents aware of children registration k
process?
Angola T 147 26%
Gabboush + 53% iz
El Andalous T 41z 53%
Mandella 437 577
Yarmouk 4 32% 637
L \ + ,/&

. Yes . No
In Mayo, 50% of respondents are aware of children

birth registration process and 50% are not
aware.

74% of the parents in Angola do not know
the process to register their children

53% of the parents in Gabboush do not
know the process to register their
children

47% of the parents in El Andalous do not
know the process to register their

6o children
'p 43% of the parents in Mandella do not
know the process to register their
children

32% of the parents in Yarmouk do not
know the process to register their
children

34



Birth redistiration conseduences

Are respondents aware of the consequences of
not registering their children?
Angola |
Mandella 1+ 147
Gabboush T (2 18
El Andaluos -
Yarmouk + [EZ 867
N N . 1 \ . —_—
T T T — T T I/
. Yes . No
50% of the respondents don’t know how the process 48% of the parents in Angola do not know the
to register the children but 74% know the consequences of not registering their children

consequences of not beeing registered.
26% of the parents in Mandella do not know the

consequences of not egistering their children

i 22% of the parents in Gabboush do not know the
consequences of not registering their children

’ Y '~“‘\§\§\\_\ /’ 22% of the parents in El Andalous do not know the
i\
n&k\\\\\\ \

\
\\\\\‘ consequences of not registering their children
W
77;7/7/'

i 14% of the parents in Yarmouk do not know the
consequences of not registering their children
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Birth redistiration benefits

Have respondents gained any benefit from Types of benefits received
obtaining a birth certificate for their child?

Zakat T . 3%

Health benefits T - 317
Thamarat 1 B 327

Education benefits 1 — 187

/L 57% of respondents acknowledge the benefits of

registering their child:

78% of respondents declared that the benefits were

Mandella + 50% 50% educational: families were able to register their

children at school

Gabboush L 36% G4 37% of respondents declared that the benefits were

El Andalous 1 327 637 sanitary/health:  families were able to obtain the

National Insurance Card

Yarmouk + 307 107 32% of respondents declared that the benefits were
. . \ N economic: families were able to obtain cash from

the Family Support Programme (5 dollars for
. Yes . No each qualified person in a household)

*penefits might be more than one per family

Angola + 667 347

\'

Thamarat: Sudan Family Support Program (SFSP) or “Thamarat” delivers cash transfers to support Sudanese families affected by the impact of economic
reforms. SFSP implementation is rolled-out in phases, with the goal of reaching %80 of the Sudanese citizens. Thamarat finacially supports eligible
families on a monthly basis with the equivalent of USD 5 per person using the central bank of Sudan exchange rate at the time, for a period of 6 months
and is delivered to the head of the family - https.//sfsp.gov.sd/

Zakat: Islamic finance term referring to the obligation that an individual has to donate certain proportion of wealth yearly to charitable causes.
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Resbpondents sugdestions to increase the
knowled9e about child birth redisti-ation

Awareness campaign

On-site registration

On-site distribution
of official registration
documents

The UN General Assembly during the 39th session
highlighted in the "Best practices and specific
measures to ensure access to birth registration,
particularly for those children most at risk" that
"A central element of ensuring access to birth
registration is ensuring that children, their parents
or guardians and their wider communities are
aware of the right to birth registration and of the
responsibilities and benefits that go with it. All
too often it is seen as a bureaucratic formality,
and the consequences of non-registration are not
understood.”

357

207
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According to the study, in Mayo there are no
exeption:

26% are not aware of the consequences of being
not registered (cf. pag 30)

23% affirm that registration forms are not available
or the center is too far (cf. pag 30)
the

7% ignore procedures (cf. pag 30)



Respondents suddestions o inctease the
kn&t:)led% about child birth redistiation
- by dréd

'\ A
nmzmz v
mz 30Z23/
B l i U ' D D l i
EI Andalous Angola Gabboush
ﬁ N 60z

‘IO'/
307
10/
107

Mandella Yarmouk

D Awareness campaign . On site registration D On site distribution of official documents
Awareness campaigns and on-site registration increase birth registration awareness and increase
campaigns are the most mentioned suggestions to the number of registered children in all Mayo areas.
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Qualibabive Sb“dﬂ ! Interviews and focus group discussions with ]

| stakeholder providing insight into why and |
how these relationships are functioning and

| what this does (and does not) demonstrate |

[ about the benefits of birth registration. |

Inbrroduction

The study contained two main groups, a group for each gender, and
each group is composed of two different age groups, that is a total of
15 respondents.

.:;o

=3

Group 1: Group 2:

No. of respondents: 8

Gender: Males

Age Groups: 50-36 & 35-25
Occupation: Workers

Social Class: Low Income Class

No. of respondents: 7

Gender: Females

Age Groups: 50-36 & 35-25
Occupation: Workers & Housewives
Social Class: Low Income Class

(<K =he=

REEES
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Discussion Findinds - Delivery Venue

"I delivered at home all my 9 children" says Amina
from Angola

"l live far from the health center, and | cannot afford
200/150 SDG to reach it. | delivered at home", says
Risala.

Women group agreed that they would prefer to
give birth in a hospital or in a health care center,
but there are some difficulties. Transportation
and unavailability of official documents are mainly
the reasons why women eventually deliver their
children at home rather than in a health care center.

Most women give birth at home because they
feel more secure and trust the midwifes named
"Daya". The cost to deliver at home is between
15.000 SDG and 20.000 SDG for girls and between
25.000 SDG and 30.000 SDG for boys; whereas in
hospital the cost is around 10.000 SDG to 13.000
SDG for consumables and hospital fees.

Muna, mother of 5 children stated "/ gave bith in
hospital. For my last child in 2022 | paid 10.000
SDG whereas in 2017 i paid 5.000 SDG and in
3.000 2007 SDG. None of them is registered".

Hawa, from Angola mother of 6 children delivered
at home "the Daya charged me 15.000 SDG. | did
not register my child".

Interviewed women stated that they prefer
to deliver at home not only because they trust
the "Daya" but also because the procedures in
hospitals are complicated.

Most of the men prefer their wifes to give birth
at home for two reasons:

- Cultural believes. Men believe that in hospitals
delivery happened only through surgery and this
might compromise future pregnancy. "l want many
children, | cannot take this risk", says Ahmed from
Angola.

- At hospitals, procedures are not flexible and the
family has to pay the full amount (approx. 10.000
SDG) in advance; whereas with the Daya, payment
could be done in different instalment.

6\ $\ %



Discussion Findinds - Children Birth

Registration

Among the interviewed households, approx 50% of
the children were not registered.

Both focus groups highlighted that the main reason
why parents prefer not to register their newborn
are:

Lack of official documents (ID and marriage
certificate)

Unclarity of the procedures

Fear of registereing a child

Fraud and corruption: some midwifes
request money to register children under
the age of 1year

The registration process is considered

a "male task" and therefore, women do not
start the process and/or dedicate their
time to it

High costs to deliver in hospitals and the
necessity to pay in one instalment and not
in multiple instalment as for the midwifes.

"A family in Mayo has an average income of 10.000
SDG per month (equivalent approx. to 20 euro)
therefore she cannot afford the payment of 10.000
SDG to the hospital in one instalment” says Esther,
midwife in Mayo.

Some interviewed women stated that the lack of
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official documents is one of the main obstacles
as they cannot afford the travelling cost to their
hometowns to collect the official documents /
marriage certificate.

Economic barriers due to a lack of State resources
allocated to birth registration can in turn lead to
institutional barriers. A lack of registration supplies,
such as registration books, paper for standardized
forms, and pens for signing the register, have all
been noted as reasons for non-registration.

During the focus group discussion, men pointed
out that birth registration is not essential, as some
schools - for the first grades - do not request official
documents.

Children with disabilities are often not register: they
are a shame for the family and often the family is
reluctant to proceed with the birth registration. This
limits their access to essential services and places
them at higher risks.

]
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Discussion Fihdinds - conseduences
alareness

Boths groups faced consequences fot not having
registered the newborn.

"l did not register my child at birth and therefore "Sulafa will not be able to marry legally. But now
he was not able to partecipate in the Thamarat is too late, | don't have the money to register her".
Programme" says Ahmed from Angola. says Amina, from Gabboush.







Stories
#5 fisha

Aisha is only 17 years old and
spreads her story with extreme

shyness, almost reluctance.
Going back in time is not a
good experience. "We never

talk about the past; the past is
past.” She says she arrived here
from Nigeria in 2012, along with
some relatives. "My father had
left home, my mother had found
another man, | didn’t want to and
couldn’t stay there anymore; the
situation was terrible: no work, no
food, no water. It was like dying of
starvation".With her aunt and four
cousins, she faced the "crossing",
because the jungle and bush in

her story seem like sea waves
combed by the wind.

The journey seemed interminable,
crammed onto the back of an old
truck that proceeded almost at
a walking pace. No roads. We
travelled on a narrow dirt track cut
into the green; often, it seemed
that the branches close after our
passage.

It is a journey into that exuberant

and tireless biology  that
works, produces, proliferates,
and blooms relentlessly and

relentlessly decomposes, moths,
rots, and resumes its cycle.

Problems at the border? "Which
border? We did not meet anyone.
At a certain point, the truck driver
stopped on the track and said:
we are in Sudan". Here, things
are better; my aunt goes to town
in the morning where she does
the cleaning, my cousins work as
day laborers at the market. Me?
| take care of the house, bricks
of straw and mud, one with a
straw roof, mattresses resting on
one side, two chickens circulate
undisturbed on the dirt floor
Aisha describes these
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conditions as better than life in
Nigeria.

Love is also born in this abyss. An
aluminium ring seems to glisten on
her right hand. Yes, | am engaged,
and maybe | will marry a boy from
here.

Does he work? "He is busy with
the mosque nearby; he has a
Waiting for the
event, Rashid, helped by a friend,
is doing what everyone does in
Mayo when they start a family:
armed with a wooden mold, he
is preparing the bricks for their
house along a stream of water
that runs a couple of kilometres
away from the field.

small salary”,

He picks up the clay still dripping
with water, kneads it with a handful
of straw then presses it into the
wooden mold. The African sun is
the baking oven for these bricks.
He works hard because - he
explains - she will only get married
when he has enough bricks to
build a house. Where to build is
not a problem because Mayo has
the shape of water; it spreads
out on the ground where it finds
space. It is growing everyday.



Amina lives in a shack made of jute
sacks held up by sticks remedied
somehow in the surrounding area;
she lives here - in the area called
Angola, one of the five in which
the Mayo refugee camp is divided
- since 2008 with her nine children
and comes from Darfur.

While nursing her last child, she
tells her story. "The war made
us escape; there were terrible
conditions, blood, death, and
violence. We were in an abyss
and fled to fall into another abyss,
this one".

The journey - like all trips to Africa
- was interminable, not days but
months, walking on foot, the only
possibility for those who have
no means to pay for transport,
with a tight stomach for fear at
every encounter on the road, on
the runway, in the out-of-the-way
paths to avoid checks, searches,
and other violence.

| had four children at the time
(today, there are 9), and with my
husband, we thought that coming
to the capital would be more
opportunities for us.

"l can neither read nor write, and
| dreamed of a different future
for my children. Things went
differently, but at least here we
feel safe; there are no bombings,
shots, or bombs".

Amina did not register in the
"lists"of refugees to have a
minimum of assistance from the
UN and NGOs who try to assist
this human multitude huddled in
this human termite mound for fear
- the fruit of African legends - that
someone may take her children
away.
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Her husband has officially
"disappeared" and now she and
her children survive on a small
business. Her eldest daughter (12
years old) goes to the Omdurman
market every morning and buys
eggs, flour, and some vegetables
sold to other refugees at a stall
in front of her shack. "If we’re
happy with it, sometimes we eat
twice a day, more often just once,
sometimes not at all.”

Three cots without a mattress are
the bed for her children; she and
her eldest daughter sleep on the
floor. The rainy season - she

says - is terrible because the
jute roof does not hold up. For
most of the year, gusts of hot air
burn everything, and the earth
becomes hard as stone. Here
even time slows down, worn out
by the sun.




8§ Awatif

"I was 16 when we fled Niger
with my family and several other
groups from my village; we ended
up, no one knows exactly how, in
North Darfur, where things went
almost well for a while. Then the
raids began, the shootings, no
one felt safe".

This is how Awatif tells the story
of her descent towards Khartoum,
the impact with the large city
already over-populated without
finding a place or an occupation
but with the hope of finding a
relative, a friend, someone of her
tribe, some help. "So we ended up

here, on the city’s edge where the
first mud huts were born. It was
the most terrible place | had ever
seen before”.

With stubbornness and a spirit of
survival, Awatif tells us, "We rebuilt
what we had, and we stayed here.
I have always considered Mayo
my only home".

In the last 30 years, her life has
been all here, on the edge of the
world, here she got married, here
she gave birth to her 11 children - 6
boys and 5 girls. They all went to
school for a couple of years to at
least know how to read and write,
and today they collaborate with
the family budget, selling water in
the alleys of the slum transported
with a cart pulled by a donkey.

"You only buy what is strictly
necessary in this miserable
land, almost always nothing,
because there is no money to buy
anything".

The huge landfill near the camp
offers Awatif’s youngest children
many opportunities; every
morning, under a fierce sun, an
army of hunters of all ages make
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their way through the garbage
spilled by the trucks coming from
the city, rummaging with their
hands. They then go back carrying
on their heads, under their arms,
on the cart, on the moped, in a
sack on their shoulders, the fruit
of a day’s work: poles, plywood,
sheets, bolts, remains of sacks of
rope, cardboard, plastic.

Everything will have another life.
Awatif’s husband even makes
some small artifacts - an ashtray,
a bracelet, a doorstop, a candle
holder - which he then sells in the
markets around town.

"We need to create fake
documents and hope to be
included in UN list to get some
help".

Awatif’s family is able to eat only
once a day.



“I was lucky enough to find a job
in the city: | leave every morning
at 3.30 to reach the market where
| work as a porter”.

To find a lift, you have to get to
the edge of the field because the
tuk-tuks (the motorcycle three-
wheelers) do not arrive.

“Here in Darfur, the war was
raging when we set out on foot
with two other young people from
my village; it was 1988”.

The problem of Africa is the
contrast between a man and

his environment, between
the immensity of space and
its inhabitant, a defenceless,
barefoot, and miserable man who
walks on foot. And from whatever
side you look, immense distances,
deserts, solitude, infinity.

James - who has reached the ripe
old age of 62 here is no exception.
"We walked for a week without
ever stopping, off the streets
known for fear of the military
but also of marauders who are
never lacking here in Sudan. We
met other desperate people like
us along the journey; in a small
group it is safer”.

Upon arrival in Khartoum, they
split up, and no one will ever
know anything about the fate of
the others. His choice is similar
to that of many others displaced
from the war: to find a piece of no
man’s land and build a hut and
then maybe a house of mud and
straw.

With his wife Mary they have 5
children, they are all registered for

vaccinations.

With many sacrifices - which in
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Africa are called fasts - he set
aside something to buy three
goats that now graze in a small
enclosure inside the hut. "At least
we have milk and cheese without
depending on anyone".

"I work as a daily at the Ghezira
market, and when it’s good they
pay me 4000 SDGs (8 euros)".

He is the only one in his family to
leave the camp. His wife and his
children are waiting; she looks
after the house and the animals,
and the barefoot kids play in
the alley covered with animal
excrement.

"Summarize our life? We don'’t
have electricity, we don’t have
water, we don’t have food". Today
in Africa - like so many other
Jameses - they live in territories
where they did not live in the past.
Places where life has a temporary,
provisional, almost ephemeral
character.



/- MahJdou

g

Mahjoub has lived in a Mayo
area called Mandela for nearly
23 years. It was not the wars that
pushed him away from his village
in northern Sudan, but the dream
of a better life slowly turned into a
chasm sliding lower and lower.

His deep wrinkles and his still
liquid gaze tell us that this man
has not given up on life.

"l was a policeman in my village,
a modest pay, but it was a steady
one. In the 90s, a friend who had
emigrated to the capital told me:
come here, there is a private
company for banks where you

earn twice as much as with the
government" Mahjoub - who has
now reached the venerable age
of 63 for Sudan - sells what little
he has and moves.

The early days seem to be going
well; he finds a small apartment in
the suburbs and a wife who gives
him a beautiful daughter. "Then
the adversities took a whirlwind
speed, the company that gave
me job went bankrupt, and | ran
out of salary, shortly after | lost my
wife. Life in the city for my pocket
has become unbearable, and
like many others, in that period, |
ended up here in Mayo and built
this house", made of bricks and
straw, already of an average level
in this human abyss", on this dirt
road which was a no man’s land.

While he tells his story from a
broken cot, he takes a 8-7 year-
old girl with disability in his arms
and cuddles her with great
tenderness. "She is my niece,
who with my daughter and my
other nephew live with me. Her
husband and other young people
from here went north to look for
work three years ago. They have
never returned".
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"Of course we are registered as
in need of assistance, but we
do not receive any except for
vaccinations”.

"My years as a policeman entitle
me to a pension of 7000 SDGs
(14 euros) per month, and this
keeps us out of the assistance
programs”.

Mahjoub works as a volunteer
for a Charity Organization, which
here deals with the registration of
the dead and burial. "From them, |
receive 2000 SDGs a month that
go to supplement the pension
and with this we get by in four®.

A light bulb dangles from a thread
on the thatched roof. "This part of
Mayo has a wire of electricity, we
attached ourselves to those poles
that bring light to that factory that
you see over there, the water well
is only 3 km away. Look around:
someone has it worse”".



"It's beensolong thatmy memories
are confused", says Meme Talodi
in her straw and mud hut. Deep
furrows mark the beautiful face,
but the gaze is liquid, mobile, and
attentive.

"We are originally from the Nuba
Mountains and came here a long,
long time ago”. It is difficult for this
mother of ten children - only seven
are alive - to give a dimension to
time similar to that of the West.

Life is marked by events, not by
dates. Then she can neither read
nor write.

"My father died, and with my
mother and my younger brother
together with other families from
our village, we tried to come
to Khartoum to look for better
conditions”.

"At first, | worked for some time
in a mini-market as a night
watchman, | slept inside on the
floor, and in the morning | came
back here where on this no man’s
land we had built this house, then
| got married and they were born
one after the other five children,
three died at an early age, and
my husband died shortly after”.

For some time she managed to
keep her job, but when my mother
left us too, it was impossible to go
to work at night.

A new marriage and five more
children in the last few years.

Osman had a job as a butcher at
the Omdurman market, but he
hasn’t worked for two months
now.

No registration, no documents, so
no help.
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His children’s brigade leaves
every morning armed with a big
plastic bag and heads to the huge
landfill not far from Mayo, where
the smell of rotting garbage mixes
with the still, dense, African air.

They look for metals and cans,
which they then resell to a small
workshop along Africa Road.

"No school for kids, they are not
registered, so they give us a hand.
We have no documents, we could
not have them. We are ghosts,
black ghosts".




Risala lives in a hovel made of
mud bricks and straw, which in
the scale of Mayo’s desperation
is already a step ahead of the
thousands of tents made only of
jute sacks.

She has lived here for 12 years,
ever since she left her small lost
village in the Nuba Mountains on
the border of Darfur to help her
sick mother, where she later found
a husband and got married.

There are no wheelchairs for the
elderly where we came from, we
transported her on an old rusty

wheelbarrow bought with the
money we made by selling our
hut; we were so sure we would
never go back.

"A journey of over 700 km that
lasted over a month" says Risala,
while in a pot over a fire made of
brushwood, she cooks onions and
potatoes in a pan. A penetrating
smell that for some time manages
to cover the fetid smell that a
breath of hot air brings from
the nearby landfill where the
Khartoum garbage is spilled.

The distance between the largest
city in Sudan and this hell is only
17km, and it is at the end of Africa
Road - the largest artery in the city
that runs alongside the airport -
which suddenly ends up in these
sun-baked fields without a blade
of grass.

"I have seven children" she says
as a chicken scratches on dirt and
feeds on potato skins, "the oldest
is ten, the last three and there is
another one on the way".

Her husband is not here this

morning, as every morning he
leaves at 4.30 from this human
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mound to go to the market in
Ghezira - about ten km to the city
- where he works paid per day as
a porter 2000 SDG (4 euros), as
90% of the men living in Mayo.

Both are completely illiterate
and without official documents,
therefore excluded from
humanitarian aid. "Without the
hospital managed by volunteers
here, | don’t know how we could
go on; at least the kids have been
vaccinated, and we are receiving
some medicine".

"We stay here because we have
nowhere else to go out there" says
this 25 year-old girl who has been
transformed into an apparent fifty-
year-old by the hardships of life,
"it could be even worse".



" was born here, in Mayo, in 1997.
| grew up here, attended school
for a while, got married here, and
my children were born here".

In five short sentences, she sums
it up like this, her life Yousra. Her
horizon is that of Angola’s straw
and mud huts - one of the five
areas in which this huge refugee
and IDPs camp is divided.

Her family fled the Nuba
Mountains (South Sudan) thirty
years ago and initially settled in
Omdurman, the ancient capital
of the Mahadists, which has now

become one of the most populous
suburbs of Khartoum, inhabited
by over 1.5 million people.

"At a certain point, my parents
were no longer able to pay the
rent, and my father, like many
others, looked for a place to stay;
this was a land that seems to be
abandoned, any one was living
here, and for this reason the
family settled here”.

"l was born a few months later,
not long after my mother died
of a disease that no one really
understood what it was".

"For some time now, we have
had some electricity, a few hours
a day, "the water well is not far
away but we have to queue up to
fill our jerry cans”, she says as she
pulls out some worn papers from
a box.

"I studied up to the 6th year",
she says proudly, "I can read and
write" but it hasn’t helped her
much so far.

She shows a Sudanese ID - a

plasticized identity card - but it is
almost certainly false like many
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others: good only for passing a
check on the army street; it would
be immediately discovered if
presented at a hospital or public
office.

It is morning, and there are no
men or boys in the house; two
little children are playing on the
dirt floor with a small marble found
who knows where.

"My brother and my father live
with us and go to work early in the
morning at the market; my oldest
son - 7 years old - is at school in
the morning".

While telling her own story, Yusra
continues to knead small balls
made of chickpeas, garlic, and
onion. They are falafel which,
once fried on the only stove in
the house, is sold on the hut door.
"I support my son at school" she
explains proudly, "and what I don’t
sell is our dinner in the evening".

"Help? we always welcome help
but if you look around there are
people who are in a really worst
situation than us".
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AICS- Agenzia ltaliana per la Cooperazione
allo Sviluppo Sede di Khartoum

Street 33, Al Amarat Khartoum - Sudan

Tel: 466 483 183 (0) 249+

Facebook Page: @AICSKHARTOUM
Website: www.khartoum.aics.gov.it
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